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THE BERLIN 



Hovict Peace Proposal 

The USSR's notes of 30 Jan- 
uary to the Western powers call- 
ing for a conference in Warsaw 
or Prague within two months to 
conclude a German peace treaty 
and to discuss the Berlin ques- 
tion are intended to demon- 
strate Soviet desire to nego- 
tiate. The USSR wishes to ap- 
pear responsive to Western ob- 
jections to discussing Berlin 
except within the wider frame- 
work of Germany and European 
security. Soviet leaders ap- 
parently expect that the pro- 
posal to hold a peace confer- 
ence will place the Soviet 
Union in a position to exploit 
growing pressures within ; he 
Western povers— especial ly West 
Germany and Britain--for a gen- 
eral policy review of problems 
relating to Gerrcr.n reunifica- 
tion. 

The draft peace treaty ap- 
pended to the notes elaborates 
the 11 "basic provisions" for 
a treaty set forth In the aide- 
memoire Mikoyan delivered to 
Secretary Dulles on 5 January. 
It is essentially a formula 
for a neutral Germany, with 
the central theme that Western 
recognition of two Gernanys 
is necessary to any progress 
on a German settlement. It 
provides for participation by 
both Germanys in the negotia- 
tion and signing of a treaty. 
If a German conf ederat ion slwuld 
then exist, it would also be 
represented . 

The draft also provides 
for the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Germany, a ban on 
German possession and produc- 
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The notes warned again 
that Western refusal to nego- 
tiate will not prevent the USSR 
from "renouncing its functions 
in Berlin" and transferring con- 
trol over Allied access to Rer- 
lin to the Hast Germans, but 
failed to mention again the six- 
month deadline. Moscow is 
in a position to be able to 
hand over its quadripartite 
functions in Berlin to the East 
German regime at any time. 
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West European Reaction 



Chancellor Adenauer called 
or outright rejection of the 



mmmmmmm 



v i <. 



draft fi- 



rst Gern 



uar.im- 



:>ty, and tho 
an press backed up 
I,1]!; «-Ioi:i:iik1 with sharp rr H i- 
eism of the treaty an do;andi, r 
" ".-.Ofond Min^ulcr" of Gor.,,,;s 
On the question of future nego- 
tiations, there was l c < 

ity in Bonn than elf owl . 

Most papers saw a high-level 
mooting on Germany taking place 
vi tli in the next few months. The 
pro-Social Democratic (SPD) 
press and some independent pa- 
pers called for negotiations in 
the hope of lneucl:i ( j the Soviet 
Union to modify its "r.r.xt.iaum 
err-ands." SPD Dtputy Chairman 
Whuer v.arned against flatly 
rejecting the Soviet proposals. 

Chancellor Adenauer has 
t.-keu steps to at'fjEs vcrld 
opinion en Berlin. V:st Ecrlin 
Mayor Brandt will undertake a 
tour of the Far East and hold 
talks with Nehru. Press Chief 
von Eckardt will sound out opin- 
ion In ths UN en a possible UN 
trusteeship for Berlin, with 
Western troops acting as UN 
executors. A top Foreign Min- 
istry official, Herbert Ditt- 
?•.:.- nn, has also made a hurried 
trip to Washington on Adenauer's 
instructions . 




Tysis "of L'ikoyan's iS^-memoire 
stressed that the 10 January 
note makes clear the Soviet aim 
of neutralizing Germany with- 
out reunification. Some of the 
French press, however, noted a 
nore conciliatory language, 
which was felt to indicatc'llos- 
cow's desire for negotiations. 

The British press with near 
unanimity continues to argue 
for "less negative" Western re- 
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"an in.-unv.tructive Russia 
preach is not justification for 
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>gly echoing )v,.-, eow • a 
claim that East Germany is a 
fully sovereign state, the Ul~ 
bricht regime now appears to be 
laying the groundwork for an 
eventual claim that it is the 
only legitimate German state. 
Its note of 7 January to Moscow 
reiterated that West Berlin be- 
longs to East Germany. The note 
further declared that the East 
Berlin municipal authorities are 
the "solo rightful organs" for 
the whole city. Premier Grote- 
wohl's tour of the Middle East 
is also designed to underline 
East German claims to sovereign- 
ty. Following Grotcwr"il's minor 
successes in Cairo and Baghdad, 
he saw Nehru, but apparently 
failed to change India's policy 
of nonrcccgnition of East Cor- 



Soviet authorities in Ber- 
lin are continuing to insist fi: 1 
American authorities must now' 
deal with East Germany on all 
questions concerning American 

personnel in East Ger- 
and East Berlin. 



mi lit a 



While the Soviet Kommand- 
atura in East Berlin continues 
its normal activities at Karls- 
horst, a Soviet pamphlet, com^ 
raenting on the Soviet note of % 
27 November, explicitly stated 
that the Kommandatura would be 
closed down and the guard troop' 
attached to it withdrawn from 
the city as part of the Soviet 
handover of its functions to 
East Germans. American of- 
ficials note that the USSR is 
reported to be closing down 
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